
Faculty Summer Book Groups  ~  2017 

 

The Zookeeper’s Wife: A War Story by Diane Ackerman 

Ackerman tells the remarkable WWII story of Jan Zabinski, the director of the Warsaw 

Zoo, and his wife, Antonina, who, with courage and coolheaded ingenuity, sheltered 300 

Jews as well as Polish resisters in their villa and in animal cages and sheds. Using 

Antonina's diaries, other contemporary sources and her own research in Poland, Ackerman 

takes us into the Warsaw ghetto and the 1943 Jewish uprising and also describes the Poles' 

revolt against the Nazi occupiers in 1944.  

 

Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult 

Jodi Picoult’s Small Great Things is about racism, choice, fear, and hope. The novel is 

based on the true story of a labor and delivery nurse who was prohibited from caring for a 

newborn because the father requested that no African-American nurses tend to his baby. 

 

The Soul of an Octopus: A Surprising Exploration into the Role of Consciousness by Sy 

Montgomery 
Another New York Times bestseller from the author of The Good Good Pig, this 

“fascinating…touching…informative…entertaining” (Daily Beast) book explores the emotional and 

physical world of the octopus—a surprisingly complex, intelligent, and spirited creature—and the 

remarkable connections it makes with humans. 

 

Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker by Jennifer Chiaverini 
New York Times bestselling author Jennifer Chiaverini’s compelling historical novel 

unveils the private lives of Abraham and Mary Lincoln through the perspective of the First 

Lady’s most trusted confidante and friend, her dressmaker, Elizabeth Keckley. 

 

Energy Bus 10 Rules to Fuel Your Life, Work, and Team with Positive Energy by 

Jon Gordon 
The Energy Bus, an international best seller by Jon Gordon, takes readers on an 

enlightening and inspiring ride that reveals 10 secrets for approaching life and work with 

the kind of positive, forward thinking that leads to true accomplishment - at work and at 

home. Jon infuses this engaging story with keen insights as he provides a powerful 

roadmap to overcome adversity and bring out the best in yourself and your team.  

 

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 
The Handmaid's Tale is a novel of such power that the reader will be unable to forget its images and its 

forecast. Set in the near future, it describes life in what was once the United States and is now called the 

Republic of Gilead, a monotheocracy that has reacted to social unrest and a sharply declining birthrate 

by reverting to, and going beyond, the repressive intolerance of the original Puritans. The regime takes 

the Book of Genesis absolutely at its word, with bizarre consequences for the women and men in its 

population. 



 Troublemakers: Lessons in Freedom from Young Children at School by Carla Shalaby 

In this dazzling debut, Carla Shalaby, a former elementary school teacher, explores the 

everyday lives of four young “troublemakers,” challenging the ways we identify and 

understand so-called problem children. Time and again, we make seemingly endless 

efforts to moderate, punish, and even medicate our children, when we should instead be 

concerned with transforming the very nature of our institutions, systems, and structures, 

large and small. Through delicately crafted portraits of these memorable children—Zora, 

Lucas, Sean, and Marcus—Troublemakers allows us to see school through the eyes of 

those who know firsthand what it means to be labeled a problem. 

 The Distracted Mind: Ancient Brains in a High-Tech World by Adam Gazzaley and 

Larry Rosen 

Most of us will freely admit that we are obsessed with our devices. We pride ourselves on 

our ability to multitask -- read work email, reply to a text, check Facebook, watch a video 

clip. Talk on the phone, send a text, drive a car. Enjoy family dinner with a glowing 

smartphone next to our plates. We can do it all, 24/7! Never mind the errors in the email, 

the near-miss on the road, and the unheard conversation at the table. In The Distracted 

Mind, Adam Gazzaley and Larry Rosen -- a neuroscientist and a psychologist -- explain 

why our brains aren't built for multitasking, and suggest better ways to live in a high-tech 

world without giving up our modern technology. 

 

Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher 
When Clay Jenson plays the casette tapes he received in a mysterious package, he's 

surprised to hear the voice of dead classmate Hannah Baker. He's one of 13 people who 

receive Hannah's story, which details the circumstances that led to her suicide. Clay spends 

the rest of the day and long into the night listening to Hannah's voice and going to the 

locations she wants him to visit. The text alternates, sometimes quickly, between Hannah's 

voice (italicized) and Clay's thoughts as he listens to her words, which illuminate betrayals 

and secrets that demonstrate the consequences of even small actions. 

 

The No Complaining Rule by Jon Gordon 
Based on an actual company that created and implemented the no complaining rule, 

Gordon delivers an engaging story filled with innovative ideas and practical strategies to 

develop positive leaders, organizations, and teams.  For managers, team leaders, or anyone 

looking to turn negative energy into positive solutions, The No Complaining Rule shares 

powerful principles and an actionable plan to win the battle against individual and 

organizational negativity. When you implement the no complaining rule, you'll spend less 

time and energy on problems and more time focused on solutions. 

 

 


